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[N LESS THAN A SECOND...

Jack'e hand trembled ac he poured himsalf a cacond cup of black
coffes, and hic head throbbed ac he etruggled to harnaee hic
thoughte and bring them into come semblence of order. "Just g
hangover," Jack told himsalf. He drank because he wanted to, not
becauee he had to. He seldom misced a day of work; played golf at
least once a week, and he cupported 3 family. He wae no
aleoholic. He could go for ceveral daye without g drink. It wae
eimply relaxing to have g few drinke at the end of the day. Thie
morhing, like many othar morninge, Jack found relief from hie
hangover in black coffee and a couple chote of vodka. That alwaye
cattled hie nervee. He wae ready for another day in the heating
and air conditioning bueinece. Hie company, ABC Heating & Air,
wae owned by three brothere, and had grown from four employees
to 45 over the past five yeare. Jack joined ABC
ceveral monthe before having bean fired from hie
previoue job for incubordination. That wae a long
etory that Jack seldom chared.

When he climbed into hie company van, he
chacked to be eure hic flack of vodka wae
earefully tucked into the compartment in hie
door--just in eqse hie headache worcened. Hie
firet appointment wae at a dentist office in the
euburbe about 20 milag from hie home. He
yawned and rubbed at hic eyes. Hae folt almost like he might be
coming down with the flu. But, he had already miceed a day of
work the week before, and he didn't want to listen to hie wife's
bellyaching again, alwaye blaming hie boute with the flu on hie
drinking.

He glanced at the flack in the door pocket, and pulled it from ite
hiding place and placed it between hie lege. He didn't cea the etop
eign. The lact thing he caw wae the yellow echool bue eroeeing in
front of him.

Three junior high echool etudente loet their livee that morning,
and eeveral more wera badly injured ac Jack's van plowed into the
eide of the echool bue flipping it onto ite cide before it buret into
flamee. Jack eccaped with minor injuriee, but with major memoriee
that would haunt him for the redt of hic lifa.

Nearly threo-fourthe of all aleoho) and eubetance abucare are
amployed. Jack wae one of tham. Hie company, ABC Heating &
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Air had what they contidered adequate liability ineurance, but
they had never been the defendant in thirteen laweuite
etemming from one ingle aceident. Jack's blood alcohol
leve) wae twice the lega) limit that morning. Hie problem was
no longer hic own. There were many victime that day. The
awarde for damagee exceeded ABC'e incurance limite and they
were forced to cloce their doore. Jack's future would be
determined by 4 jury, but the futuree of many othere were
determined by Jack.

More and more companiae today have recognized the value
of pre-employment and random drug testing programe.
Studies chow that 40% of inductrial fatalities and 47% of
inductrial injuries can be linked to aleoho) consumption and
alecholiem.

Being a emall company, ABC had not considered cetting up
g "Drug Free Workplace" program. The cost of euch g
program was something they had never factored into their
budget. Sadly, they hadn't factored in millione of dollare in
wrongful death and injury claime either.

Ctatictice aleo show that pre-employment and random drug
teeting programe are working to reduce the numbere of
employeee abuting druge and aleohol. Monthly drug uce ratae
among workere decreaced from nearly 17% in 19€5 to 7% in
1002 (according to NIDA), and they have remained at the
lower Jevel.

Yes, in a matter of ceconde, lives can ba destroyed by
aleoho) and drug abucere. In g matter of ceconds, it may be
too late to realize the importance of ectabliching a drug-free
workplace. Yee, testing eavee money...and livee!

Miccion Statamant

"To remain the leader in the drug and alcoho! festing
inductry throughout the United Statec by utilizing
both the ckille of a highly trained and motivatad ctaff
and the latast tachnological advancae whila providing
innovativa producte, euperior value, and impaccabla
service o our customers.”
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